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o Historic Town
- Stroll around Kohama-juku
- in Takarazuka

Kohama-juku located in Takarazuka prospered as a shukubamachi
(a town providing services including the transportation of goods)
during the Edo period (1603-1868) and historic buildings still

remain in the town to this day.

The Kohama-juku Museum (photo @) offers exhibits *
on the history of Kohama-juku featuring a diorama

of the town during the Edo period (photo ).

Retro exhibits including a twin-lens reflex camera and
a rotary dial phone are also displayed.

Kyu-Wadake jutaku (former Wada House/photo 3) built about 300 years ,®
ago is said to be the oldest private home in the city. Currently it is
a history and folklore museum. Visitors can enter zashiki (tatami mat
rooms) and learn characteristics of each room and architecture from
a guide. Take a tour of the house to find a doma¥, bathtub, and well.
You can observe how the family lived there during that time. Museum
guides are available in both facilities (0 and 3 to explain in more detail
and answer any questions.
Hours: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm Closed: Mondays & Tuesdays and selected
public holidays.
*k doma: an earthen floor of a traditional house in which you can
keep your shoes on.

Two gigantic Jizo Bodhisattva head statues (photo @) are found on

a mound in the residential area. They may look small in the photo,

but the statues stand 1.3 meters high and the ears measure 60

centimeters long. They are an unusual size. These Jizo bodhisattvas
have been known to cure head-related illnesses or injuries.
These days they are believed to be the deities of wisdom

« drawing more students who are preparing for examinations.
: For an upcoming examination season, take a moment to calm
. yourselfand pray for success in exams here.

®
The nearest train station to the area is either Kiyoshikojin or Mefu-Jinja E];‘iﬁiE]
on the Hankyu Line. You may get off at Sakasegawa station. Choose a route accordingto ~ i#=9
your health condition and schedule, and enjoy strolling around the town. =]+~

Course Maps: QR code (©) mump

Takarazuka City International Friendship Association (TIFA) plans to offer a guided walking tour in
Kohama-juku for non-Japanese on March 27. Kamishibai (storytelling with pictures) will be held in
simple Japanese at kyu-Wadake jutaku (former Wada House). You may enjoy sakura cherry blossoms.
More information will be released in the March newsletter. Don’t miss it!
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