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Europe’s latest crisis

The origin of the word “Europe” is unclear but according to one theory it derives from “ereb”, a Phoenician word meaning “sunset”. This meaning is similar to its
synonyms “Occident” (from “occidens”ie. “sunset”in Latin) and “West’ (of Germanic origin derived from “vas-ati”i.e. ‘night” in Sanskrit). Al these words convey the idea
of a place where the sun sets, the etymological antipode of Japan at the other end of the enommous land mass that separate these parts of the world. For the last seven
years European Union has experienced its own sunset. Between 2009 and 2013 many European countries, notably Greece, Portugal, Ireland, Spain and Cyprus,
experienced a severe financial crisis. These countries were unable to pay their expenses out of tax revenue and could not borrow the money needed. They were facing
bankruptcy, govemment shutdown, unemployment and social and political chaos. | was fortunate to work on the creation of the European Stability Mechanism, the
organization that was set up to amange emergency loans to these countries. These loans managed to restore stability and allow these countries to begin the long
process of reforming their state finances.

What was the cause of the euro crisis? The simplest explanation is the crisis was caused by the infroduction of the euro in 1999. This is an oversimplification, however.
During the entire crisis the value of the euro remained surprisingly stable. More precisely, the cause was to be found in the inner workings of the currency system, some
crucial details of which had been left somewhat ambiguous. Officially, no help was promised if a Eurozone member faced financial crisis. It would be that member's own
responsibility to getits economy in order by raising taxes or reformiits economy or ultimately to leave the Eurozone (and the EU). However, the prospect of a member
leaving the Eurozone created great uncertainty and threatened political embarrassment. This led Eurozone members and markets to expect some kind of bailoutin
practice. This expectation was in the end proven to be comect. But it took years to amive at
deep rifts between Eurozone members and
Europe. The solution was for the “surplus” countries

that conclusion and the process opened up
created massive political dissafisfaction across
tolend money to the “deficit’ countries. These loans were not gifts, but the interest was subsidized.
Whether this represents a gift or a long term investment is a matter of personal opinion.

into a “stable crisis mode”in 2015-16, the EU has

immigration crisis. The British referendum to leave

As the euro crisis just began to settie down
again been hit by a double crisis: Brexitand
the EU is the result of almost two decades of
Brexiteers agree on wanting o leave the EU,

campaigning. This is an “anti” movement. The
but not on the reasons for leaving and what kind of
policy should be pursued by Britain post-Brexit. The “glue” that kept the movement together, however, was anti-immigration seniment. That same sentiment is shared
by large sections of continental European populations as well
Why is immigration so sensitive? The EU is built on four fundamental freedoms: free movement of goods, services, capital and people. The idea that workers should
move from places where there is unemployment to places where laboris in demand makes economic sense and is a comerstone of the EU since its foundation.
However, workers are not like commodities. They blend into the society of the place they work. They either integrate into that society or infrude on it. Society is the source
of collective identity and the “demos”, the basis of democratic poliical power. This means that, unlike foreign goods, services and capital that compete alongside
domestic goods, services and capital, foreign workers will not only compete with domestic workers, but will also be neighbors, parents, consumers and fellow travellers
on buses and frains, for example. In the words of German philosopher Jlirgen Habemmas, foreign workers become part of our ‘lifeworld”. By blending like this, it does not
require a lot of imagination to appreciate the many ways foreigners can give rise to annoyance among the local inhabitants. Even well meaning foreigners are likely to
ignore linguistic and behavioral nomns and generate attention and caution.
Can these latest problems of Brexit and anti-immigration feeling be solved? Establishing economic ties between Britain and the rest of the EU should be very simple
except for Britain’s insistence of curbing free movement of workers. One possible solution could be that EU workers would be allowed to compete for jobs only if nolocal
workers were available. However, such a compromise would require something from Britain, such as paymentinto the EU budget. Something similar is being
discussed with Switzerland. As for the spread of anti-immigration feeling in continental Europe the main trigger has been the sharp influx of refugees triggered by the war
in Syria and poliical unrest in other parts of the Middle East. Handling such masses of foreigners is a daunting task. Unless these unfortunate people should languishiin
camps for years, there are essentially two paths: an integral society or a plural society. In traditionally integral sociefies, such as the United States and France, the
emphasis is on the ‘melting pot; integrating the foreigners and molding them into individual members of society. The purest examples of plural societies (or ‘salad bowt
societies) are Singapore, Malaysia and Canada. Here the different races mix but (mostly) do not combine. In colonial Singapore, the Europeans, Chinese, Indians,
Malays and others lived and worked separately in different quarters of town, each with its own societal structure, elite and spokespeaple.
In Europe today there are incomplete elements of both melting pot and salad bowl.

Akind of undecided ‘melted salad’. The sun may be setting on Europe, butif it wants the sun to rise again it had better not fall victim to antiimmigration policies.
Europe has to choose its dish.
lan J. Pohlis alawyer, an EU official and lecturer of law who lives in Luxembourg and is mamied to Shizuka Pohl from Takarazuka. All opinions in this article are his
own. (COHFRIGR—IUBADERTI)
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Challenges of having
a Hybrid-Child

I call a hybrid child when the
parents are from different countries.
In this case, the father is German and
the mother is Japanese, the daughter

is 5 years old now.

Father talks in German, daughter
responds in Japanese If the father
talks to the daughter in German, the
response from the child (the answer)
comes out in Japanese. The reason for
this is that the daughter understands
all what has been said (in German
language by the father) but lacks
ability to speak out in German. Also,
my daughter understands that I do
speak some Japanese and does not feel
to have the burden to think and speak

in German language.

That makes conversation not easy;
however, we have fun in conversation
and breakfast in the morning and
normally dinner in the evening

together.

In all, Japanese language is more
familiar to our daughter and she
prefers to speak it instead of German.
We send our daughter to the Japanese
Kindergarten and on Saturdays to the
German school, to make her
understanding better German

language.

However, we do not send her to the
German school because she should
understand and appreciate the

Japanese system. In case we would
send her to German school, her
behavior would not anymore fit to
Japanese society. As we want to
continue to life in Japan, our
daughter has to understand German and
English but also the Japanese system

as well as Kanji, to read and to write

them.
We have a lot of fun with our daughter
and we are hoping to prepare her for

a promising future.

Also, we travel frequently. Every
year at summer, we spend so far abroad
for at least 6 weeks, mainly in Europe
or in the USA. When being abroad
however, our daughter is normally
together with my wife - and I work -
therefore, our daughter also abroad
speaks rather Japanese. Last summer
she found a friend and understood that
it is important to speak also other
languages than solely Japanese. We
hope that this feeling will improve in
the next future, so that she not only
understands other languages but also
actively speaks them.

I am very optimistic that our daughter
speaks English and German soon and
that she has a great future in Japan.
Japan offers many wonderful things
other countries do not offer such as

piece and a high standard of living
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