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wonderful to see the older children looking after the younger ones and it seemed a great lesson in independence and
responsibility that he wouldn’t be able to get by travelling to and from school daily with his parents.
Since then we have been able to experience Japanese Junior High School and Public International High School. Studying in
another culture comes with frustrations but to concentrate on these would diminish the overall positive events.
The liberal Australian system encourages children to participate in the classroom discussions and freely question ideas. We
believe this helps the students more deeply understand each other and builds strong decision makers. This attitude applied in
Japanese schools has had varied responses from teachers. Some finding it a distraction to the lesson and others grateful for
the chance to further explore the topic.
The kyushoku system in Japan ensures that children get a balanced daily meal and the chance to try a variety of new foods.
Whereas, in Australia many children have pre-packed snacks in their lunch boxes which can negatively affect classroom
behavior and learning ability. The kyushoku system helps parents that work full time. and would be a beneficial system for
Western schools to adopt. The Australian system emphasizes experimental learning or learning by doing and individualized
study from a young age. This personalized way plays to the strengths of each child rather than concentrating on fixing their
weaknesses. The downside of this is that some children may not be strong spellers or able to recite the times table by the time
they finish school. The Japanese system rigorously uses rote learning therefore the basic skills of almost every child are
strong. The disadvantages seem to be that forcing an individual into a set mold undermines innovation and creativity. The
current system has made Japanese students adept at answering problems for which answers exist, but students are stumped
by, or hesitant to answer questions on which they haven’t been coached. To create future leaders adding western ways such
as discussions and free thinking may engage and encourage creativity in students Being more flexible could be advantageous
for Japan, creating innovative and empathic leaders to play an important role in the future of Japanese society.
Fortunately, after experiencing both Australian and Japanese schools, in my opinion (bearing in mind that over generalizing is
dangerous), Japanese schools prepare extremely proficient, hard working and considerate individuals. Westerns schools are
great at preparing students to actively participate in their learning and also to participate in the outside word,
MEFEIS21=7—Ya 8= HEEN A —XFSUTHS)

A comparison of Japanese and Western Education
After arriving in Japan when my son was about to begin the 6" grade with only conversational Japanese we had to decide
what kind of education system to pursue that would benefit both his educational needs and the practical requirements of our

family.

Nicole Horiuchi

We were particularly impressed with the freedom that children had when travelling to and from the local school. It was

WDIZBEANTWET, A
IR TITREIMLEITIHV E
B A, RICERENFEIZH
FIZOZSNET, FHMN-
oL MENEAIZRVET, 18
REDTHEAFE T AL kL
b/ —MREZaE —
L2T U0 s, BROBII-DITHEFE YD
DR EE EHb W DD IO BEKTHY Hift A5
TSEAEITOINCEBZET,

BEO—FBREEIFINESE) ) GRiE) OF
FAPEEEENEICOWTTT, BARDAEIHGERE I
IR O Bl HIEEN 2K LD ET, ZIUTETHR
W2 EZEBNFETRHECH ZL OB AMEDID
O TE-EED BB ORFRNEN/2 NS TNE
T
%45, [HBE LI 2 ) DO BEER BT
HOTY, BLEIL2 TORREGETAE->THH-T
FOrE R ENCHZET N, PTADLHRH DITEXIA
FNTCNET, Aay b ROFFRTIE PTA 1350
FHALIBE A LHVEE A, BAD RIS
BEIZES TR, FIBART T, 22T HLOHFHAIED
LG EBWES, GRIBEE T #R)

23y bS5 FEBARDER

o3—o-TJS5HR LY

FUE, ATy hTURE HARD A A LD L7720 5E
STNSERNWET, ZAay T ROMSIHFFE, B
KDINSEF RN ADOWNTEEFHEENET,

KREIPEND—D L AEERER [ l2H>WTTd, H
AROFFLIE8HF 30 /3TIZLEVE T, Bi#E 50T
L2 Ay RTURTIEONE 15 53 ETHREVEE AN,
KDDLV ES , Aoy b ROFRIE, AR
HD B0 H £ CTHEARITFARIIHVEE A,

HI—ODENITFEAGE DN TTT, AR
DAEFTHETENET, ZAUTATY NN TIEE
ZONFER A, HEITWFOLTHY, B0 IRR
TOHCIEHVET A, BHDIBE |1 ZFF>TRLD
I EVEN T, Ay U R TIERETENTH
FOL, R UL TR T O a E 5720,
RN\ TFEDT T R TRETHWDND T,
KRITTDOLNERFROFG R, BREEOT=D R
EENTWDDIFFR SR Z LT, AfE-BIZZ Dk}
A > TOET, TET V- -1 12O DRZELD
AFEEOBER T,

FAZ, AEAEED M B DO BFEL Bl L7672




School in Scotland and Japan George Plaxton

I've noticed quite a difference between school in Scotland and school in Japan. I am talking about what we call state
secondary school and what Japanese call “public junior high” school, One big difference for children is the starting
time. Children start at 8:30am, which is much earlier! We usually don't start lessons until 9:15am. However, we finish
later too. The school week in Scotland is from Monday to Friday and there is never any school at the weekend.

Another difference is school lunch, or what we call “school dinners”. In Japan children eat in the classroom. This is
unthinkable in Scotland. The classroom is strictly a place of study, not for eating or having a break. Bringing your own
cutlery is an interesting difference. In Scotland, we have a choice of having school lunch in the “dinner hall”, going
home at lunch time, leaving the school ground and buying something in town, or bringing a packed lunch to school.It
is also very regrettable that school lunches in Osaka junior high schools have been privatised to cut costs. Many
children don't like the food. “It tastes disgusting” is a common opinion among many children I know.

I was surprised that children have to buy their own textbooks every year. We never had to buy any texts. The same
textbooks remained in the class year after year. The paper turned yellow with age. For homework we had to copy the
questions into our notebooks, which were provided free from the school. It seems a waste of paper and a money
making exercise for book publishers to make parents buy glossy new textbooks every year.

Perhaps the most noticeable difference is the availability and importance of extra-curricular activities (bu-katsu).
Japanese children can enjoy a wide range of interesting activities after school hours. This is very good, but I find it
surprising that so much time is spent on them, and comparatively little time is given to things like homework or self
study.

Perhaps the whole idea of what is education is very different. Parents seem happy enough to contract out the
serious business of studying to private “jukus”, but they are also very much involved in things like the PTA. There was
no PTA at my secondary school, and nothing like “sankan bi”, Japanese junior high school seems to be a quite a nice
place for children to socialise and have fun. (SMEFEOIa=4/—1 3 U%E, HEEM ROy b5 RHE)
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dass sie abbiegen, Ansagen in Ziigen... In Supermérkten gibt es mindestens fiinf verschiedene Musikstiicke, um
die neuesten Sonderangebote anzukiindigen. Fiir Blinde oder tibermiidete Arbeiter kann dies sehr hilfreich sein,
jedoch nehmen meine Musikerohren diesen permanenten Gerduschpegel als storend war. In Deutschland gibt es
dafir den Begriff der akustischen Umweltverschmutzung. Ich vermisse die Stille eines Sonntagmorgens in
Deutschland, an dem das Leben still steht und nur die Kirchenglocken lauten.

Die Harmonie zwischen den Menschen hat in Japan oberste Prioritéit. Probleme und mégliche Konfliktpunkte
werden schon vor ithrem Entstehen durch genaue Angaben der Ablaufe und Regeln vermieden. Dies empfinde ich
als sehr angenehm und reduziert den Stress im Alltag enorm. Auch die Piinktlichkeit der Ziige tragt mafigeblich
dazu bei.

Ein groBer Unterschied, den ich immer wieder feststelle, ist, dass sich das Leben in Japan hauptséichlich im
klimatisierten Inneren der Gebaude abspielt. Draullen ist es ,samui® oder ,,atsui, nur ein paar Wochen in Jahr
wsuzushii“. Das Klima in Japan finde ich sehr angenehm, in Deutschland ist es mir oft zu kalt. Dort zieht es die
Leute deswegen, sobald die Sonne scheint, in Strallencafés, in den Garten oder auf den Balkon. Dort wird
gegessen, gefeiert, sich gebraunt und ,frische” Luft geatmet. Sonne bedeutet Genuss und man liebt es schén warm.
Ein Café, das im Sommer keine Tische draullen stehen hat, muss schon bald wegen mangelnder Kundschaft
schlieBen.

Schon frith ist mir aufgefallen, dass ich als Ausldnderin auffalle, da Nicht-Asiaten in Japan eine Seltenheit
darstellen. In Deutschland ist es heutzutage alltéglich auf Schritt und Tritt Migranten zu treffen. Schon seit
meiner Kindheit bin ich es gewohnt, Menschen mit unterschiedlichsten Nationalitéten meine Freunde zu nennen:
Israelis, Tirken, Chinesen, Togolesen und Ethiopier, Argentinier und Peruaner, Englander, Franzosen und
natiirlich Japaner. Ich habe das schon immer geschétzt. Oft war es mir in meinem eigenen Land gar nicht
bewusst was typisch deutsch ist. Erst wenn man die Heimat verlésst und von einem entfernten Land wie Japan
nach Deutschland schauen kann, merkt man welche Unterschiede es gibt und was das Heimatland besonders
macht. Momentan muss sich Deutschland stark mit seiner Identitét beschéaftigen und tiberlegen welche Werte zu
unserer Kultur gehoéren. Da viele Fliichtlinge nach Deutschland kommen, sollten sie meiner Meinung nach, einen
Teil dieser Werte und Normen tibernehmen um sich im Land zu integrieren.

Kontakt mit Menschen unterschiedlicher Kulturen eroffnet neue Blickwinkel auf die Welt, schirft die Offenheit
der Menschen und ist immer eine Bereicherung. TIFA leistet groBartige Arbeit dabei, dies in Takarazuka
umzusetzen. Ein grof3es Dankeschon!
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Neue erspektiven Nuria Schmid

Nach einem Jahr in Japan habe ich mich schon an viele Alltagsunterschiede zwischen Deutschland und Japan
gewoOhnt, trotzdem entdecke ich téglich neue Feinheiten der japanischen Kultur.
Gerne mochte ich hier ein paar Beobachtungen mit Thnen teilen.
Ich fiihle mich in Japan sehr wohl und dies liegt vor allem an den tiberdurchschnittlich hilfsbereiten Menschen,
denen ich hier begegne. Fiir mich ist es eine neue Situation als Ausldnderin in einem fremden Land zu leben. Es
ist fur mich sehr angenehm, jedem Menschen hier ein Grundvertrauen schenken zu diirfen. Zum Beispiel wird
das Wechselgeld jedem vorgezdhlt und man muss nicht selbst nachrechnen, ob man eventuell iber das Ohr
gehauen wurde. Japan ist meines Erachtens, eines der wenigen Lénder der Welt in dem man so auf die
Korrektheit der Menschen ziahlen kann.
Viele kleine Alltagsdinge sind extrem praktisch und erleichtern den Alltag sehr. Ich denke, an die Geldautomaten,
die jederzeit Wechselgeld haben, an die Getridnkeautomaten an jeder Strallenecke, durchdachte Verpackungen
und vieles mehr.
AuBerdem gibt es sehr viele akustische Signale, Rolltreppen, die um Achtung bitten, Lastwagen, die signalisieren,
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